
GENEALOGICAL TABLE SHOWING THE DESCENT OF THE FIRST LORD STRATHCONA  

AND OF HIS STEPSON, JAMES HARDISTY SMITH,  

FROM DONALD GRANT IN WESTER LETHENDRY, IN THE PARISH OF CROMDALE 

Donald Grant's mother was Ann, eldest daughter of Donald Macpherson of Nuid (see Scottish Notes and Queries, 3rd series, vol.III (1925) p.175). Alan G. Macpherson's 'James "Ossian" Macpherson's ancestry/ an elucidation of the mystery' (Creag Dhubh No.16 (1964) pp.20-5) shows that Ann's 

brother was the great grandfather of the famous James Macpherson (1736-96). Janet Grant, Lord Strathcona's maternal grandmother, was thus a third cousin of James Macpherson. For the poetic source of Lord Strathcona's title (1897) - 'the streams of Cona answer to the voice of Ossian' - see 

Macpherson's Fingal, Book I. I am most grateful to Donna McDonald, Lord Strathcona: A Biography of Donald Alexander Smith (1996), for identifying James Hardisty Smith's paternal grandparents and great grandparents. (However, her genealogical chart (p.537) misidentifies the elder Charles Grant's 

parents. The parents of Robert Grant of Wester Lethendry (Lord Strathcona's great grandfather) are also misidentified.) In my table each marriage is shown as 'm.' followed by a date, as far as is known. Unions which led to illegitimate births are shown as '='.

DONALD GRANT in Wester Lethendry  
(dead by 1710)

ROBERT GRANT of Wester Lethendry  
(served heir to father 1710 – testament 

dative confirmed 1786) 

m. (1723) JOBINA GRANT

m. (1773) DONALD STUART  
      in Leanchoil, Abernethy

JANET GRANT  
(b.1730?) buried with her 

husband at Abernethy

m. KATHARINE GRANT 
     they were the parents of two sons, Robert and James: ‘James Grant, a  
     brother of Robert Grant of Lethendry in that parish…was father of Charles  
     Grant, Esq., of Quebec’ (Documents Relating to the North West Company  
     ed. W.S. Wallace (1934) p.448)

JAMES GRANT 'Brother to Robert Grant of Wester Lethendry’  
(Strathspey minute book of leases) 

(alive in 1776, dead by 1780) in Culinduim of Wester Lethendry, 
thereafter in Glenlochy, Abernethy; finally (from 1761) in ‘the  

improvement near Glenbrown called Craskmackay’ – ‘the Crask’, 
Abernethy

BARBARA HERD

MARGARET GRANT 
buried with her husband 

at Cromdale

m. (1749) DAVID GRANT  
     (1715-?) son of Donald  
     Grant in Easter Lethendry,  
     Cromdale (see 1734  
     baptism of Charles Grant)

m. JANE HOLMES  
     (d. 1805)

m. (1780) JAMES MACPHERSON alias LISACH (Macgillies) 
     (c.1752-1813) in the Crask and Letteraitten,  
     Abernethy; buried at Kincardine

CHARLES GRANT  
(1734-84) (baptized 23 Nov. 1734, 

Cromdale, presented by ‘Donald Grant 
alias Our in [Easter] Lethendie') came 

to Canada before 1768; merchant in 
Quebec; North West Co. (but not a 

1779 shareholder)

ELSPET MACGREGOR  
(d.1787)

ELISABETH GRANT 
 (1750?-1828?) 'Good wife of the 

Crask' (See W.G. Stewart, Lectures on the 
Mountains, 1st series, p.212)

JOHN STUART 
(1780-1847) North West 
Co. from 1796;1821-39, a 
chief factor of Hudson's 
Bay Co.; buried at 
Abernethy

BARBARA STUART 
(c. 1784-1874) 

buried at Rafford

m. (1807) ALEXANDER SMITH  
     (1779?-1847) saddler in  
     Grantown, thereafter in  
     Forres

Sir DONALD ALEXANDER SMITH 
 (1820-1914) 1st Baron Strathcona and Mount Royal; 

Hudson’s Bay Co. from 1838; from 1848 at Esquimaux 
Bay, Labrador; in later life a favourite of royalty, the 

‘Uncle Donald’ of Edward VII (Beckles Willson, Life of 
Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal (1915) p.564)

ROBERT GRANT 
 (1752-1801) of Kincorth, Dyke 
and Moy; on his gravestone at 
Cromdale 'an original member 

of the North West Co. in 
Canada’

m. (1795) ANNE GRANT 
     (c.1769-1864) – she  
     was the source of the  
     information published  
     by W.S. Wallace (see  
     above) in 1934

ISABELLA SOPHIA HARDISTY                
(1825-1913) 

DAVINA GRANT 
(1800-28) (See Elizabeth Grant of 

Rothiemurchus, Memoirs of a 
Highland Lady, Canongate, I,122)

CHARLES GRANT  
(1784-1843) North 

West Co.

m. (1819) FREDERICK GRANT 
     (c.1779-1842) merchant in Quebec;  
     thereafter of Mount Cyrus, Ecclesgreig,  
     Kincardineshire

m. (c.1828) AMELIA WILLIAMS 
     (1808?-?)

JAMES GRANT 
(c. 1830-?) Hudson’s Bay Co., from 1848 
at Esquimaux Bay, Labrador (‘Mr. James 
Grant is a distant relation of mine, a 
Scotch cousin’ – Donna McDonald, Lord 
Strathcona: A Biography of Donald 
Alexander Smith p.82)

=  MARY STUART 
    (1800-93) daughter of James Stuart and  
    Margaret Fife (half-sister? of Duncan Fife,  
    b. 1770)

m. (1804) DONALD MACPHERSON 
     (c.1771- ?) army pensioner and  
     shepherd; they are recorded at Kincorth  
     in 1819 and 1823 when two daughters  
     were baptized, DAVINA and  
     CHARLOTTE

JAMES HARDISTY SMITH 
 (1852-1919) buried at 

Outremont, Quebec

ELSPET MACPHERSON  
(c. 1781-1856) buried at Nairn

m. (1853)

MARGARET CHARLOTTE SMITH 
 (1854-1926) 2nd Baroness Strathcona 
and Mount Royal

m. (1851) WILLIAM GORDON MACPHERSON  
(1872-1955) in Rutherford & Macpherson; 

previously a spirit merchant in Glasgow  
(in business with his father-in-law)

m. (1849) JANET SIMPSON  
     (c.1822-92) Collessie, Fife

JOHN MACPHERSON 
 (1790-1864) in the Crask and 

Letteraitten; his brother 
JAMES (1793-1863) erected 
the stone at Kincardine and 
was maternal grandfather to 

JESSIE STUART BLACK 
(1879-1966) housekeeper at 

Mar Lodge to the Princess 
Royal, Duchess of Fife 

(daughter of Edward VII)

ALEXANDER MACPHERSON  
(1836-95) in Tomintoul village

m. (1868) MARGARET GORDON  
     (1843-1923) Refreish, Glenlivet  
     (great-great grandniece of  
     James Grant, messenger-at- 
     arms - see Mergers in Messengery, p.45  
     onwards)

JOHN MACPHERSON 
 (1817-85) railway 

surfaceman in Nairn

m. (1898) AGNES EMMA SLOAN 
      (1875-1953) adopted daughter  
      of James Sloan, spirit merchant  
      in Glasgow and Kilmarnock

ALEXANDER MACPHERSON  
(1905-85) messenger-at-arms, of Rutherford & Macpherson

= m. (by 1774)

PETER MACPHERSON  
(1870-1946) railway surfaceman 

 in Buckie; buried at St Michael’s, 
Tomintoul (his brothers, ROBERT and 
CHARLES were buried there in 1890)

JAMES MACPHERSON  
(1874-1957) water bailiff and 

gamekeeper, Tomintoul, 
returning there from 

Lethbridge, Alberta c.1929

ALEXANDER MACPHERSON  
(1876-1919) spirit salesman in 

Glasgow and Kilmarnock, 
emigrated to Canada 1910 on 

the ‘Cassandra’, Glasgow to 
Montreal; buried at North 

Vancouver, British Columbia 


